Sharing ESTAR and MSTAR Diagnostic
Assessment Information with Parents

Sharing information with parents is an important step in the Response to
Intervention (RtI) process. Parents are better informed about their student’s
progress toward algebra-readiness and, therefore, can play an active role in
helping their student be successful.
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Why did my child take the ESTAR or MSTAR Diagnostic
Assessment?

To begin this conversation, take a moment to describe the RtI approach to
instructional decision-making. It is reassuring for parents to understand that RtI is
relevant to every student. It is both important and beneficial to identify how each
student is performing in relation to the levels of risk in the RtI pyramid. Explain
each tier and the type of
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What is the purpose of the assessment system?

Since many mathematics assessments focus on content from all mathematical
strands, it is important to explain how and why the ESTAR and MSTAR
assessments focus on algebra-readiness knowledge and skills. The purpose and
types of decisions that can be made from the ESTAR and MSTAR Diagnostic
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Assessments should also be explained. The ESTAR and MSTAR Diagnostic
Assessments are only administered to students who have been identified as being
at risk for algebra-readiness. This determination should be made from the results
of the ESTAR and MSTAR Universal Screeners and other data gathered in the
classroom. The ESTAR and MSTAR Diagnostic Assessments identify why students
are struggling with algebra-related core instruction and provide teachers with
information that can be used to plan supplemental instruction.

How did my child do on the ESTAR or MSTAR Diagnostic

Assessment?

Provide parents with a copy of the Parent’s Guide to Interpreting the Diagnostic
Summary Report as you review the student’s results. It may also be helpful to
begin by briefly reviewing the MSTAR Learning Progressions and explaining the
content assessed on the ESTAR and MSTAR Diagnostic Assessments. For further
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This report also identifies student strengths and opportunities. Very simply, the
Strengths column will correspond to proficiency in a sublevel or topic. These are
concepts or skills in which the student has a high level of proficiency. Opportunities
are areas where supplemental instruction could be focused.

What can I do to help my child be successful?
After talking with parents about their child’s performance on the ESTAR or MSTAR
Diagnostic Assessment, the next step is to develop an action plan for the student.
If the student needs additional instructional support, share the evidence-based
instructional ideas that you have for assisting the child, such as small group
instruction or the use of manipulatives to re-teach concepts.

Ask the parents to share their ideas for helping their student. You might suggest
activities that they can work on at home, including games or online activities.
Working with parents to develop an intervention plan ensures that students receive
the maximum amount of support possible.
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