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Denotation and Connotation 

 
Denotation—the dictionary 
definition of a word. 
 
Connotation—an idea or feeling 
that is associated with a word in 
addition to its literal meaning 
 
Implied Connotative Meaning 
Examples  
(of words with similar meanings): 

Positive + 

slender 

leisurely 

youthful 

Negative - 

scrawny 

lazily 

immature

	  	  


