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Comprehension Strategies
Across Content Areas

Unit 3: Comprehension Instructional Routines
Module | Title

1 | Building Background Knowledge With Anticipation-Reaction Guides

2 | ldentifying Main Ideas in Text

3 | Writing Summaries
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Objectives

- Understand how building background knowledge before
reading improves students’ comprehension of text.

- Construct opinion statements for an Anticipation-Reaction
Guide.

- Apply the three-step process for explicit instruction to the
implementation of the Anticipation-Reaction Guide.




Building on Existing Knowledge

and Experiences

- Stimulating students’ background knowledge by having them
justify responses to prompts before reading improves the
students’ learning of the targeted content.

(Pressley etal., 1992)

- Students with learning disabilities, in particular, benefit from
strategies that build background knowledge and acquaint them
with ways to use their prior knowledge while reading.

(Grossen, Hagen-Burke, & Burke, 2002; Stahl, Hare, Sinatra, & Gregory, 1991)




Building on Existing Knowledge

and Experiences (cont.)

English language learners benefit from efforts to:
- Activate their background knowledge
(Garcia, 1991; Peregoy & Boyle, 2001; Schifini, 1994)

- Construct preview guides or anticipation guides to identify
purposes for reading

(Peregoy & Boyle, 2001)




Anticipation-Reaction Guide

Reader’s Relevant Text/ Reader’s
Statement = : Page :
Opinion Evidence Conclusions

Debatable Agree or disagree | Cite pieces of text that Discuss how the Use the text to
statement with the provide support or evidence supports or | support the opinion
related to the | statement and counterarguments for the counters the opinion. | or respond to the
major explain why. opinion. Revise the opinion, if | counterarguments
concepts or desired. in the text.

themes
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide

Preparation

Review the text and identify four or five important concepts or themes.

Form opinion statements about the concepts or themes:

— Not true/false statements of facts

— No expectation for one right answer
«  (reate the quide, including:

— Statements

— Reader’s opinion section

— Place to record evidence and page numbers while reading

—  Place for key discussion points

— Place to articulate the reader’s conclusions about the statements




Composing Opinion Statements

{E!areh the Goat by . B. Singer ]

Correct Examples

Incorrect Examples

Goats can be used for their fur and

- Livestock (cows, sheep, goats, pigs) milk.

should be raised only for supplying

food to people. . Aaron learns to count on his goat in a
»  Noone can help you but yourself. In time of need.

times of trouble, you can count on

only you. ¢ - Nomatter how much he loves Zlateh,

| _ Aaron must give her to the butcher for

«  Sometimes we do not realize the o

value of what we have. e L
. Animals can communicate as well as + Llateh does not know how to keep

humans can. Aaron in the snowstorm because she

cannot communicate with humans.
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide:
English Language Arts Sample

Zlateh the Goat by |. B. Slnger

Reader’s Relevant Text/ Reader’s
Statement Page
Opinion Evidence Conclusions

1. Livestock (cows,
sheep, goats, pigs)
should be raised
only for supplying
food to peaple,

2. No one can help you
but yourself. In
times of trouble,
you can count on
only you.

3. Sometimes we do
not realize the
value of what we

have,

4. Animals can
communicate as
well as humans

can.
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide:
Before-Reading Modeling Phase: / Do

Explain the purpose for completing an Anticipation-Reaction Guide.
— Start thinking about some important ideas in the text.
— Recall what you already know or have experienced.

— Establish a reason for reading the text.

“Think aloud” as you read each statement.

— Model using your prior knowledge and experience.

— Explain your reasoning for why you mark the Agree or Disagree
DOX.
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide:
Before-Reading Modeling Phase: / Do (cont.)

Zlateh the Goat by |. B. Slnger

Reader’s Relevant Text/ Reader’s
Page Discussion
Opinion Evidence Conclusions

1. Livestock (cows, I agree because I
sheep, goats, pigs) | Fave seenvanimaly
should be raised
only for supplying
food to people.

2.Noonecan helpyou | I disagree because
but yourself. In I have a friend I

- know I carvcount
times of trouble, sz
you can count on
only you,
3. 5ometimeswedo | I agree because
i Theodore Taylor
not realize the o
The C .{.f
value of what we m"
have, e mpmpb vy
real Life:
4. Animals can I disagiee because

coTmunicate as we leawrned alout
well as humans dolphin

can. science class:
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide:
During-Reading Modeling Phase: / Do

. Read a section of text.

» “Think aloud” as you identify evidence related to the
statements.

«  Write the text support in the Evidence column.

- Record the page number on which the evidence for that
statement was found.
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide: During Reading

E!areh the Goat by |. B. Singer

Reader’s Relevant Text/ Reader’s
Page
Opinion Evidence Conclusions

1. Livestock (cows, I agree because I Zlateh, the goat, iy used for 484,
sheep, goats, pigs) hmwme-ew animalsy | her fur a&weﬂm&h&r milk: 485,
hould be raised raied ovva ranch. | Whew she and Aarow get 486
ek v mﬂwm}rm;
only for supplying Zlateh is Aawon/y companiony
food to people. sowrce of warmth, and friend:

2. No one can help you I deﬁﬂ@fﬁﬂdw Em helprdmm qfu&r s 484,
but yourself. In I have o friend I bit. The goat keepy hinv iﬂg,
times of trouble, ::rm; L Emn oI W IM “"mi hely ;rktﬁp 8
yOU can count on his hunger.
only you.

3. Sometimes we do I agree becawse Although - Aaron MZI&IEIH 487
not realize the Wrﬂfﬂbf ;E"&WM’ wdlmgr to-give her to-

:Ialue of what we m” af,'%’” ar - h“ﬁ&mw" }W But
ave. mmpmﬂ&m bliggard; he never thinky of
real life: giving her awoy again:

4, Animals can I disagree becawse | Zlateh sayyonly one word, bul | 484,
communicate as e I-Bﬁrnedrmbmw she: lovesy and trusty her people | 485,
we" aghumans ‘iﬂ{PJ LA i : m%w&m&#bﬁﬁtw #86,

conmumunicatior-inv | carny ay shown by the-way she: | 487
Al science clous: comes to- Aavorvy rescue inthe

o
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide:
After-Reading Modeling Phase: I Do

(o to the Discussion column.

- Think aloud as you analyze how the evidence related to each
statement and the opinion you marked. The evidence could:

— Support your opinion about the statement

— Present a counterargument that changes your opinion

— Present a counterargument that does not change your opinion




Anticipation-Reaction Guide: After Reading 3

Zlateh the Goat by |. B. Singer

Reader’s Relevant Text/ Reader’s
Page
Opinion Evidence Condusions

AL A
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1. Livestock (cows, ' g w&m«wl’ Zlateh, 'ﬁ"l-ll‘.'-iar H"mﬁﬁf 484, T?wn%:t E'-‘H'l.d-&#’lﬂﬁ-"
sheep, goats, pigs) | Nave seenanimaly hwﬁtrm-welbn&hw milk, 4835, m"ef rmmﬂy radsed:
shﬂuléibe e raised-orvvavranch: | When she and Aarovw get 486 .;iutzme.ﬂt I chang&dr they caw
! v snowstormy my opinioww because I pmwd&mmw other
only for supplying Zlateh is Aawon/y companiony S the goat tor huwmans;
food to people. sowrce of warmth, and friend: provided move thaw sch asy warmthvand-
2.Noonecan helpyou | I disagree becawse | Zlateh helpy Aaron quite o 484, The text evidence We are not alwayy
but yourself In I have a-friend I bit. The goat keepy hin 485, supporty the statement cﬂm&m%
s tinubl know I carnvcount company in a storm; keepy 486 because Zlateh was trowulrle: Fri :
Ny oYy himy warm; and helpy to-ease: there for Aarow; just family —even animals
you can count on his hunger. like my friend isythere | —canhelp us
only you, for me.
3. Sometimes we do I becawse Although -Aavon lﬂ‘vﬂdfzm 487 The text supporty the Sometimes we do-not
it raillisiha Theodore Taylor he wag willing to- give her tor sHatement realize the value of
mv"ﬂwﬂ g the budcher for ﬂm;gh&w But Aaron didn't realige what we-have: il
value of what we wherv she saves him in the how much Zlateh- way | something happeny to-
have. mmwpecﬂew bligzoard, he never thinks of worth until the storme | openowr eyes tor it
real life: giving her away agaiv
4. Animals can I disagree becawse | Zlateh sayy only one word; but | 484, The text supporty the Although animals
communicate as we learned about she lovey and trusy her people | 485, | dntement may not speak with
ki dolphir and she -helpy them as best she | 486, | Zlateh showy her words like huwmans
W AR ERES communicationyin | can; ay nby theway she: | 487 loyalty and love by do, they carv
cn. science class. comes to-Aaron s rescue inv helping Aaron. conmwmunicate
actions:
__,__.J



Anticipation-Reaction Guide:
After-Reading Modeling Phase: WE Do

Prior to the lesson, the teacher:

- Reviews the text and identifies four or five important concepts
or themes

- Forms opinion statements about the concepts or themes

- (reates the guide




Preparing the Anticipation-Reaction Guide:

WE Do

Practice writing two opinion
statements for an

Anticipation-Reaction Guide
that could be used with this

PdsSage.

(Silber & Kelman, 2004 )

& fropical rainforest is one of
the earth’s most spectacular
natural wonders! Here are some
answers o frequently asked
guestions about rainforests

Q: Where can you find
tropical rainforests?

& Tropical rainforesis aré
bocated arcund the equator—
fram the Tropic of Cancer in tha
marth, to the Tropic of
Capricorn in the south, The
largest rainforests are in Brazil
{South America), Democratic
Republic of Congo (Africa)
and Indonasia (islands found
near the indian Ocean).

Orther tropical rainforests lie

m. Soulthéeast Asi, Hawail

and the Caribbean |slands

The Amazon rainforest in
South America is the world's
largest, covering an area about
tao-thinds the size of the
continental United States

Q: Why are they
called “rainforests?"

A: Because theyre well
Tropical rainforesis are
defined by their wel and dry
seasons. Tropical rainforests
receive 160 o 300 inches

{400-TE0 cm) of rain each year
Compare this with the oty of Los
Angeles, which onfy receives an
average of 10-20 inches of rain a
yiarl Algo because ramforesis lie
near the squator, temperatures
siay mear 75-80 degrees
Fahrenheit all year round, which
is nice and warm

Q: What does a
rainforest look like?

A: Pictere yoursell walking on a
thin carpet af wel, rotling
leaves. f you look up you see
an umbreila of dark green
leaves, Only a spol or bwo af
blue sky peaks through the
thick mass of tree branches
and leaves, You see
beautiful Rowers
growing wild upon the
irees, as well as on the
ground. You hear the
conslant sound of nseels
Birds, and falling bwvigs. In
some rainforests, you might
hear the sounds of Large
animals like the gorlla or
jaguar

There are so many species
of plants and animals in the
rainfores! that, if you slodd
in one place and turned a
complebe circle, you might

Version 2.0 ©2010 University of Texas System/Texas Education Agency
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide: Social Studies

Reader’s Relevant Text/ Reader’s

Stat t = . .
S ) Opinion Evidence Conclusions

1. The businesses that mine
oil should be allowed to
pay for access torain
forests if oil is discovered
there,

2. Governments around the
world have a responsibility
to put limits or restrictions
on what can be done with
rainforests,

3. The good results of taking
plants and minerals from
the rainforest are more
important than the bad
side effects to the
environment.

4. To protect the rainforests
from destruction, peaple
should not be allowed to
live in them.
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide:

Teacher-assisted Phase: WE Do

Before Reading
» Review the routine by asking students:

— How will Anticipation-Reaction Guides help us with reading a text or
learning a new concept?

— What steps are completed before reading? During reading? After reading?
— What must | be able to do for each of my responses?
» Read each statement.

— Ask students to offer reasons why someone might agree or disagree.

— Have students mark whether they agree or disagree and why.




Anticipation-React

ion Guide:

Teacher-assisted Phase: WE Do (cont.)

During Reading
Read a section of text.

Together, write the text supportin t

Record the page number on which t
found.

After Reading
Return to the statements.

Help students to identify evidence related to the statements.

1e Evidence column.

he evidence for that statement was

Discuss the evidence to help students decide how it relates to their opinions.

Help students come to a conclusion about the statement using the evidence.




Anticipation-Reaction Guide: Social Studies

Statement

Reader’s

Relevant Text/
Evidence

Reader’s
Conclusions

Opinion

AL A
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1. Thebusinesses thatriine. | Logresbecame | Bdrading ol desroyythe 3 Eﬂm ’mﬁm&' Fuie iﬁ'm:jﬂﬂ-
oil should be allowed to wsed, to-help rm.nfh-remqpumdi be: companies because the
; - destroyed: if- ol companiey | exliraction process
pay for .a“.E!.'S li.?r rain pwpbwmmhf R A R Lastvos tha forest
forests if oil is discovered wﬁ “E'IEI’ o u:I! cannot restore them T
there. oik changed my opinion.

4 Eﬂ'ﬁ'EEﬂl‘l’lEnlﬁ amu“d thE 8 WE::"E-’ Fluor EF S&mﬂmmm@ Eﬂm"'- .--I[? m ﬁl{f;‘rﬂﬂfﬂw Eﬁbﬂﬂﬁw{’ to- Wm‘;‘%
world have a responsibility | restrictions; some | Rainforesty control the world’y 3 becawse it showy the | rainforesty they
to put limits or restrictions %cﬂuld: use climate: FEGFI.E-'.;?J'{,’ ovv medicines by e E:f ﬂ'.l'iff replaceable and:
onwhat can be done with | and leave nothing | Rainforesty can't be replaced: cannot be replaced. if
rainforests. for othery.

, I because Planty and. animals 2 The text presenty The: rainforest producty

- The good results of taking ﬁ:svﬂ;::plwﬂwmv interdependent, mfdz;'vymgf G to-the | canprovide mﬁny
plants and minerals from need to- make a ene could cause othery to- become sutement. I Wil agree benefity to- humang; but
the rainfarest are more Living, and the extinct, too. Clearing the trees with. my opiniow becawse | we musgt make yure to-

: producty theve can | leads to-the greenhouse effect: are some waysy to-use | limit the negative effecty
important than the bad help us v other producty from the: because the planty and
side effects to the countries. rainforest that arve not animaly we need there
environment. SR =
4. To protect the rainforests &mmﬁw éwm ﬂwﬂm# yeary and : mmmﬁw = Imv;d@mamﬂgw
from destruction, people to- make people do- not destroy the rainforesty muru wreng: It ﬁmu to- wie the rainforvest
should not be allowed to leave the place showy that there are wayy | inva way that doesy not
s where they have tor- Live: invthe rainforest destroy (L.
live in them, alwayy lived. without destroying it.
__,__.J
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide:

Independent Practice: YOU Do

Prior to the Lesson

- |dentify four to five important concepts or themes.

- (reate the quide.




Anticipation-Reaction Guide:

Independent Practice: YOU Do (cont.)

Before Reading
- Review the routine by asking students:

— How will Anticipation-Reaction Guides help us with reading a text
or learning a new concept?

— What steps are completed before reading? During reading? After
reading?

— What must | be able to do for each of my responses?

- Read each statement and have students mark Agree/Disagree.

«  Ask students to explain why they agree or disagree.




Anticipation-Reaction Guide: oL

Independent Practice: YOU Do (cont.)

During Reading

- Have students identify text support related to the statements and write it in
the Evidence column.

« Record the page number on which the evidence for that statement was found.

After Reading
- Discuss the evidence to help students decide how it relates to their opinions.

- Help students come to a conclusion about each statement, using the evidence.










Anticipation-Reaction Guide: oL

Independent Practice: YOU Do (cont.)

During Reading

- Have students identify text support related to the statements and write it in
the Evidence column.

« Record the page number on which the evidence for that statement was found.

After Reading
- Discuss the evidence to help students decide how it relates to their opinions.

- Help students come to a conclusion about each statement, using the evidence.




Anticipation-Reaction Guide: Science

Reader’s Relevant Text/ Reader’s
Opinion Evidence Conclusions
I oupree beanege I feel i iy oy indeanaal glindog 204 The-text esidence doegnot T nges i o indeamal
1. You would expect people to huingry when [ jee-a ﬂ% when the bordy sends s@portthe: sltement:. T stimediy and the desire to
e l-conunes oo ' - i needy e fooel: ¥ [niom, Decetge el cowdgedd by The sight ov
get hungry whenever they see f"ﬂ;ur"wm s segnaly meﬁm : emellof ik i_.bir; I'ﬁhﬁi
or smell food. eurbecute: guﬁ.—mq thet oontesfionthe pomadualhunges
Deadilar,
T disagres becoutge 1 Ect TWor g rEgDoni Lo eXler Netl 208 Thee- TEAL SAAENGE JL@Donty Lo DAwon iy need. Lo
2. Because earthworms spend hene neticed thed stinudi becoege they maone ooy epinionthal et = regpond torextermal Jinudi
o " thawor tor oLl Dt ; Ltord extesnal o thedr el gt Lhe
mostof theirtimeliving | SeuChuerid eboncs m;‘%;;m 4 o o i it i
underground, intemal stimuli | be anextemal sothedr ginawdlnot dey out:
should be more important for | #< <%
their survival than external
stimuli,
: . I augree- beamoiyer Flanly regbonit-to-lighl by benulé 209 Thue tead eriolene does not Flanty Corexdesnals
3.1fyou look at a vine growingin | cwnsee ﬂwph:ﬁmﬂ} Eonc L Alger, ﬂwmomz?fnf‘pmr;g 210 sugport the sadement. [ stzmudo bt it i difftadt tor
el lecney theot tor Oy Wi Frion Deciges ohgene the &5 Ln
a lear glass vase, you can otions Gh o ioeasind ok Al s chenge st chinioncbecn hpeahinie A
easily see how plants respond Planty niewy aljorregponud-to-toudv ooty yoreaannot ohiene the:
to external stimuli. ﬁ?&ﬁﬁ?ﬁ jmtewm gwmiﬂﬁﬁwmﬁww
; I ougree beameyes | People: heranimaly te thear 211 %Mm&wdnumr OGN PO Jenges
4, Organisms that can respond to u:mﬁwﬁlﬂl’w _ smﬂfﬁﬂmmnimm 212 ﬁlﬁymﬁwfﬁ;{h&ﬁw grgwwﬁrﬁtwrnﬂﬁhf
i i i Wil LSS 3 ¥ i lnes ernditmuerent. Bul 213 AGE LAl ' sunival-indiheds o
sights and sounds n their i mﬂf d‘“"ﬂ“w i o ‘ w“m“;_m : e dptch 8 e nmal el
environment would have a othes Anaaly monving: daﬂmwwm g fFor clor Ichange: n apinion
etterchnceofsuviing | S hess | Sple il e caned o IS it
than those that don't have detect duinges inthe magnelic e orthe ing-tor
organs capable of sensing e ety WW[;WMWM e in e wilts
sights and sounds. obiedty anel Tor-conirrunicale:
_—l—J
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Anticipation-Reaction Guide: Mathematics .

Reader’s Relevant Text/ Reader’s
Statement Page
Opinion Evidence Conclusions

o AL A
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I disagree n-g-ht angle has 90 Ouwr activity showed that my | A triangle cannot
1. Atriangle becawse I think it guiess way corvect. A vight have one right
would have too- Ama{ﬂwmglefm more: | activ angle plugy an olbtuse angle; one oblise
[:[]U!d have one many degrees . than 90 I‘E&l‘bggﬁ wmddﬁmf movre thaw 180 angle, and one
right, one A acute angle hay lesy page x degrees alveady, ever acute
obtuse. and than 90 without the acutle angle: becawse the: sun of
; A triangle hay 180 degrees. the angles would
one acute be more thaw 180
angle. degeees
; I disagree An obtuse angle has move: | Textbook | I change my opinion A quadyilateral
2. A quadrilateral becauwse I think thar 90 degrees. page k becawse I saw the example could have thyee
could have the thvee obtwse | Anwacute angle hoy less irvthe book with: 100 d.egrm obtuse angles and
angles would than 90 for each obtuse one acute angle ay
three obtuse have too- many A quadrdatﬂrabha&iﬁﬂ 60 degrees ﬁ::rfﬁwm long ay the s of
one above, but a measiesmenty
acute angle. wadrilateral hay 360 equalsy 360
eesy, not 180 degrees. degrees.
. I disagree, A acute angle iy lessy thaw | Small- I change wy opiniovw A tri Cany
3.Atnangie becawuse I think it | 90 degrees. group becawse I yaw that a have three acute
would: not be A tri hay 180 degrees. | activily, triangle can have theee: angles ay long as
could have enough degrees: | 180 divided by 3 = 60 tartbosl angles less than 90 degrees. | theur s is 180
three acute degrees. page x Infact, an equilateral degrees.
angles. triangle hay thyee 60-
degree angley:
_———-J




Scaffolding

Anticipation-Reaction Guides

 Provide sentence stems for rationale.

— | agree/disagree with this statement because and support the

ideathat .

— | agree/disagree with because | learned that

— The author presents the argument that , but | believe
because

— The author shows , and that makes me think that

— On page it says that . This means

- Supply the page numbers or the paragraph where evidence can be found for
each statement.




Scaffolding

Anticipation-Reaction Guides (cont.)

- Use different options for responding:
— Utilize response cards.

— Share reasoning with partner.

— Allow English language learners to discuss in their native
language first.




Summary

- Understand how building background knowledge before
reading improves students’ comprehension of text.

- Construct opinion statements for an Anticipation-Reaction
Guide.

- Apply the three-step process for explicit instruction to the
implementation of the Anticipation-Reaction Guide.




Reflection Log N

Anticipation-Reaction Guides

Think about how you might use the information presented in this module
to plan instruction and support students” academic literacy needs.

— What seemed particularly useful to you?

— What ideas were new and interesting?

— What confirmed or challenged your previous beliefs?

— What questions do you still have?
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