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USE OF LANGUAGE/CONVENTIONS

Word choice

Grade 7 Expository Writing Rubric (cont.)

1: Very limited

The writer's word choice may be vague
or limited. It reflects little or no aware-
ness of the expository purpose and does
not establish a tone appropriate to the
task. The word choice may impede the
quality and clarity of the essay.

SCORE POINTS: The essay represents a/an

2: Basic

The writer's word choice may be general
or imprecise. It reflects a basic aware-
ness of the expository purpose but does
little to establish a tone appropriate

to the task. The word choice may not
contribute to the quality and clarity of
the essay.

3: Satisfactory

The writer's word choice is, for the most
part, clear and specific. It reflects an
awareness of the expository purpose and
establishes a tone appropriate to

the task. The word choice usually con-
tributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.

writing performance.

4: Accomplished

The writer's word choice is purposeful
and precise. It reflects a keen awareness
of the expository purpose and maintains
a tone appropriate to the task. The word
choice strongly contributes to the quality
and clarity of the essay.

Sentences

Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or
uncontrolled, significantly limiting the
effectiveness of the essay.

Sentences are awkward or only some-
what controlled, weakening the
effectiveness of the essay.

Sentences are varied and adequately
controlled, for the most part
contributing to the effectiveness of the
essay.

Sentences are purposeful, varied, and
well controlled, enhancing the
effectiveness of the essay.

Command of

conventions;

occurrence of
errors

The writer has little or no command of
sentence boundaries and age- appro-
priate spelling, capitalization, punctua-
tion, grammar, and usage conventions.
Serious and persistent errors create
disruptions in the fluency of the writing
and sometimes interfere with meaning.

The writer demonstrates a partial
command of sentence boundaries and
age- appropriate spelling, capitaliza-
tion, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Some distracting errors
may be evident, at times creating minor
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of
the writing.

The writer demonstrates an adequate
command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization,
punctuation, grammar, and usage con-
ventions. Although some errors may be
evident, they create few (if any) disrup-
tions in the fluency of the writing, and
they do not affect the clarity of the essay.

The writer demonstrates a consistent
command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization,
punctuation, grammar, and usage con-
ventions. Although minor errors may

be evident, they do not detract from the
fluency of the writing or the clarity of the
essay. The overall strength of the conven-
tions contributes to the effectiveness of
the essay.
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