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Depth and

understanding
of task

Grade 7 Personal Narrative Rubric (cont.)

SCORE POINTS: The story represents a/an

1: Very limited

The narrative is insubstantial because
the writer's response to the prompt is
vague or confused. In some cases, the
narrative as a whole is only weakly linked
to the prompt. In other cases, the writer
fails to establish a realistic situation, pres-
ent motivations for behavior or actions,
or show any awareness of changes or
insights that developed as a result of the
experience.

USE OF LANGUAGE/CONVENTIONS

Word choice

The writer's word choice may be vague
or limited. It reflects little or no aware-
ness of the narrative purpose. The word
choice impedes the writer’s ability to
relate the experience clearly or to convey
a sense of its importance or meaning.

2: Basic

The narrative reflects little or no thought-
fulness. In some cases, the writer’s re-
sponse to the prompt is formulaic and
demonstrates only a limited understand-
ing of the writing task. In other cases, the
writer establishes some elements of a re-
alistic situation but may provide few mo-
tivations for behavior or actions. In addi-
tion, the writer may not address changes
or insights that developed as a result of
the experience.

The writer's word choice may be general
or imprecise. It reflects a basic aware-
ness of the narrative purpose. The word
choice limits the writer’s ability to relate
the experience clearly or to convey a
sense of its importance or meaning.

3: Satisfactory

The narrative reflects some thoughtful-
ness. The writer demonstrates a good
understanding of the writing task by es-
tablishing a realistic situation, providing
reasonable motivations for behavior or
actions, and addressing (at least to some
degree) changes or insights that devel-
oped as a result of the experience.

The writer’s word choice is, for the most
part, specific and concrete. It reflects
an awareness of the narrative purpose.
Generally effective word choice allows
the writer to relate the experience clearly
and to convey some sense of its impor-
tance or meaning.

writing performance.

4: Accomplished

The narrative is thoughtful and engag-
ing. The writer demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the writing task by es-
tablishing a realistic situation, providing
plausible motivations for behavior or ac-
tions, and revealing changes or insights
that developed as a result of the experi-
ence.

The writer’s word choice is vivid and
expressive. It reflects a keen awareness
of the narrative purpose. Effective word
choice enables the writer to recreate the
experience in a way that conveys its
importance or meaning.

Sentences

Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or
uncontrolled, weakening the effective-
ness of the narrative.

Sentences are awkward or only some-
what controlled, limiting the effective-
ness of the narrative.

Sentences are varied and adequately
controlled, for the most part contribut-
ing to the effectiveness of the narrative.

Sentences are purposeful, varied, and
well controlled, enhancing the effective-
ness of the narrative.

Command of

conventions;

occurrence of
errors

The writer has little or no command of
sentence boundaries and age-appro-
priate spelling, capitalization, punctua-
tion, grammar, and usage conventions.
Serious and persistent errors create
disruptions in the fluency of the writing
and sometimes interfere with meaning.

The writer demonstrates a partial
command of sentence boundaries and
age- appropriate spelling, capitaliza-
tion, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Some distracting errors
may be evident, at times creating minor
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of
the writing.

The writer demonstrates an adequate
command of sentence boundaries and
age- appropriate spelling, capitaliza-
tion, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although some errors
may be evident, they create few (if any)
disruptions in the fluency of the writing,
and they do not affect the clarity of the
narrative.

The writer demonstrates a consistent
command of sentence boundaries and
age- appropriate spelling, capitalization,
punctuation, grammar, and usage con-
ventions. Although minor errors may be
evident, they do not detract from the flu-
ency or clarity of the writing. The overall
strength of the conventions contributes
to the effectiveness of the narrative.
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