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Grade 7 
PERSONAL NARRATIVE W

riting Rubric, Page 2

Texas Education A
gency Student A

ssessm
ent D

ivision Fall 2011

SCORE POINTS: The story represents a/an _________ w
riting perform

ance.
1: Very lim

ited
2: Basic

3: Satisfactory
4: Accom

plished
Depth and  

understanding 
of task

The narrative is insub
stantial because 

the w
riter’s response to the prom

pt is 
vague or confused. In som

e cases, the 
narrative as a w

hole is only w
eakly linked 

to the prom
pt. In other cases, the w

riter 
fails to establish a realistic situation, pres-
ent m

otivations for behavior or actions, 
or show

 any aw
areness of changes or 

insights that developed as a result of the 
experience.

The narrative reflects little or no thought-
fulness. In som

e cases, the w
riter’s re-

sponse to the prom
pt is form

ulaic and 
dem

onstrates only a lim
ited understand-

ing of the w
riting task. In other cases, the 

w
riter establishes som

e elem
ents of a re-

alistic situation but m
ay provide few

 m
o-

tivations for behavior or actions. In addi-
tion, the w

riter m
ay not address changes 

or insights that developed as a result of 
the experience.

The narrative reflects som
e thoughtful-

ness. The w
riter dem

onstrates a good 
understanding of the w

riting task by es-
tablishing a realistic situation, providing 
reasonable m

otivations for behavior or 
actions, and addressing (at least to som

e 
degree) changes or insights that devel-
oped as a result of the experience.

The narrative is thoughtful and
 engag-

ing. The w
riter dem

onstrates a thorough 
understanding of the w

riting task by es-
tablishing a realistic situation, providing 
plausible m

otivations for behavior or ac-
tions, and revealing changes or insights 
that developed as a result of the experi-
ence.

USE OF LANGUAGE/CONVENTIONS
W

ord choice
The w

riter’s w
ord choice m

ay be vague 
or lim

ited
. It reflects little or no aw

are-
ness of the narrative purpose. The w

ord 
choice im

p
ed

es the w
riter’s ability to 

relate the experience clearly or to convey 
a sense of its im

portance or m
eaning.

The w
riter’s w

ord choice m
ay be general 

or im
p

recise. It reflects a basic aw
are-

ness of the narrative purpose. The w
ord 

choice lim
its the w

riter’s ability to relate 
the experience clearly or to convey a 
sense of its im

portance or m
eaning.

The w
riter’s w

ord choice is, for the m
ost 

p
art, sp

ecific and
 concrete. It reflects 

an aw
areness of the narrative purpose. 

G
enerally effective w

ord choice allow
s 

the w
riter to relate the experience clearly 

and to convey som
e sense of its im

p
or-

tance or m
eaning.

The w
riter’s w

ord choice is vivid
 and

 
exp

ressive. It reflects a keen aw
areness 

of the narrative purpose. Effective w
ord 

choice enables the w
riter to recreate the 

experience in a w
ay that conveys its 

im
p

ortance or m
eaning.

Sentences
Sentences are sim

p
listic, aw

kw
ard, or 

uncontrolled
, w

eakening the effective-
ness of the narrative.

Sentences are aw
kw

ard
 or only som

e-
w

hat controlled
, lim

iting the effective-
ness of the narrative.

Sentences are varied
 and

 ad
eq

uately 
controlled

, for the m
ost part contribut-

ing to the effectiveness of the narrative.

Sentences are p
urp

oseful, varied, and
 

w
ell controlled

, enhancing the effective-
ness of the narrative.

Com
m

and of 
conventions; 

occurrence of 
errors

The w
riter has little or no com

m
and

 of 
sentence boundaries and age-appro-
priate spelling, capitalization, punctua-
tion, gram

m
ar, and usage conventions. 

Serious and
 p

ersistent errors create 
disruptions in the fluency of the w

riting 
and som

etim
es interfere w

ith m
eaning.

The w
riter dem

onstrates a p
artial 

com
m

and
 of sentence boundaries and 

age- appropriate spelling, capitaliza-
tion, punctuation, gram

m
ar, and usage 

conventions. Som
e d

istracting errors 
m

ay be evident, at tim
es creating m

inor 
disruptions in the fluency or m

eaning of 
the w

riting.

The w
riter dem

onstrates an ad
eq

uate 
com

m
and

 of sentence boundaries and 
age- appropriate spelling, capitaliza-
tion, punctuation, gram

m
ar, and usage 

conventions. A
lthough som

e errors 
m

ay be evident, they create few
 (if any) 

d
isrup

tions in the fluency of the w
riting, 

and they do not affect the clarity of the 
narrative.

The w
riter dem

onstrates a consistent 
com

m
and

 of sentence boundaries and 
age- appropriate spelling, capitalization, 
punctuation, gram

m
ar, and usage con-

ventions. A
lthough m

inor errors m
ay b

e 
evid

ent, they do not detract from
 the flu-

ency or clarity of the w
riting. The overall 

strength of the conventions contributes 
to the effectiveness of the narrative.

Grade 7 Personal Narrative Rubric (cont.)
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Peer-Conferencing Tool for Personal Narratives

Eame of Writer:       Date:

Eame of Reviewer:       Date:

Directions to the Reviewer
Read the draft. Make suggestions for improvement. Be specific. Consider the questions listed below. 
Jot down notes for your conference with the writer. Be prepared to share your responses.

What is the writer’s purpose? Is the writer able to communicate the significance or importance of 
the experience? 

Is the topic too large to cover in this essay? If so, how can the writer narrow the topic and clearly 
define and sustain the central idea?

Does the introduction make me want to read the rest of the essay? If not, why?

Handout 41  (1 of 4)
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Are the ideas presented logically and easy to follow? Are there places the author can strengthen 
sentences to connect ideas? Add transitions?

Are the characters interesting? Does the writer use an appropriate amount of dialogue? Where 
does the author need to improve his or her character descriptions?

Does the writer describe the setting using sensory details? How can the author strengthen the 
setting description?

Does the writer use interesting, specific details that add substance and contribute to the portrayal 
of the experience? Does the author show, rather than tell about, this experience? If so, where?
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Are there parts that could be left out? If so, where?

Are there places where the writer could have used more purposeful and precise language? If so, 
what words do you suggest?

Are there any parts you found confusing? If so, what parts?

Does the conclusion bring closure to the essay? Does the writer leave you with a lasting 
impression of the personal experience and/or insight?

Does the essay include a variety of sentence types? 
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What do you like best about the personal narrative? Why?

What could the writer do to most improve this essay?

Are there spelling and grammatical errors? 
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